
Throughout the United States, men and women are
breaking new ground in the construction industry.
While building their careers, their future, and our
nation's homes, skyscrapers and roads, the skilled
tradesmen and women are giving shape and
structure to the American dream.

That American dream is all around us. Every
cornerstone in America bears witness to the skilled
hands that put it in place. From the majesty of the
United States Capitol, to the simple beauty of a
long and winding road, the skilled trades have left
an indelible mark on our nation.

To build America's future, we need the skills and
talents of a new generation of tradesmen and
women. The skilled trades labor force plays a
critical role in the growth of the nation's economy
and the assurance of our national security. This
Administration has launched a broad initiative to
attract young people to the skilled trades and keep
experienced workers on the job. We want people

to know that pursuing a career in the skilled trades
can open the door to a bright financial and
professional future. 

Over the next 10 years more than one million new
jobs will be created in the construction trades.
These careers provide opportunities for young
people to work independently, earn good salaries,
support a family and even run their own business.
Skilled tradesmen and women build the structures
that give shape to the American dream, leaving a
lasting legacy for their community. 

The U.S. Departments of Labor and Education,
together with the Skilled Trades Coalition, are
helping to Break New Ground and Build a Future
for young people by educating them about the jobs
available in the skilled trades and how to get started
in the industry. We need the help of teachers,
counselors and administrators to open their minds
to the opportunities available in these fields, so that
every student can build the life that they deserve.

Professions in the construction trades vary greatly.
They consist of traditional opportunities such as
carpenters, brick masons and metal workers but also
include additional high-demand professions such as
architects, engineers and technology specialists.
Skilled tradesmen and women may work with
cutting edge technology such as Global Positioning
Systems (GPS) and utilize math, art and logic skills
to ensure that the planning, design and
construction of a building, home or bridge meet
necessary safety and structural requirements. 

In order to fill the skilled trades of tomorrow, we
need to provide today's students with the math,
science, technical and soft skills they need to
succeed. We need to educate them about the
diverse opportunities available in careers that they

may not have considered, such as the skilled trades.
A career in the skilled trades allows for limitless
opportunities for individuals with a range of skill
levels and educational backgrounds as well as
entrepreneurial opportunities for visionary and
business-minded men and women. 

Skilled tradesmen and women are the future. And
they will build our future with hard work and
precision. The master craftsmen who came before
us laid the foundation that some of our mightiest
structures stand upon. Now is the time for a new
generation to fashion the future state-of-the-art
buildings, architecturally stunning bridges and
stronger, more resilient roads that our country
needs to continue to prosper and grow. 
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